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on the vote of the Dutch Senate on the ratification of the Association Agreement between the
European Union and Ukraine.

Brussels, 30 May 2017. We warmly welcome today’s positive vote of the Dutch Senate on the
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement, which paves the way for the full entry into force of this key
agreement. For the European Parliament, which ratified this agreement with an overwhelming
majority already back in November 2014, this is an excellent - and long awaited news. The
ratification process has been a marathon with many, often unexpected and unfair obstacles, that
did not pay the right tribute to the courageous Ukrainian citizens who fought for this agreement
on Maidan square during the winter of 2013-2014 - for more than a hundred of them even to the
cost of their lives. We therefore call on both the Dutch authorities and the EU executive to
finalise the remaining procedural steps with the necessary speed, and at the latest by the EU-
Ukraine Summit scheduled for the 13th of July in Kyiv.

After the granting of the visa-free regime, which will become effective on the 11th of June for
Ukrainian citizens, this is yet another fundamental milestone in the bilateral EU-Ukraine
relations. Hence, it is time to look at the future of these relations, starting by helping Ukraine to
use the full potential of the Association Agreement, and exploring areas in which cooperation
could be further reinforced. As in the past, we stand side by side with our Ukrainian friends,
especially in the framework of our interparliamentary relations, and will do our utmost to assist
them in their reform efforts, to share our experience where relevant, and to contribute to the
further development of our bilateral cooperation, for the benefits of both the EU and Ukrainian
citizens.
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